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Supplementary table 1. Search strategy in PubMed and EMBASE 

Search Search terms 

#1 COVID [tiab] OR "novel coronavirus"[tiab] 

#2 Clinical features[tiab] OR clinical profil[tiab] 

#3 blood disorders[MeSH Terms] 

#4 #1 AND #2    

#5 #1 AND #3    

#6 #4 OR #5   

Date: 18 April 2020 , restriction: 2019 and 2020 
 

Supplementary table 2.Search strategy in EMBASE 

Search Search terms 

#1 covid OR 'novel coronavirus' 

#2 clinical OR features OR profil 

#3 blood AND disorders 

#4 #1 AND #2    

#5 #1 AND #3    

#6 #4 OR #5   

Date: 18 April 2020 , restriction: 2019 and 2020 
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Supplementary Figure 1. The review process 

Records identified through 
database searching 
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Records after duplicates removed 
(n = 185) 

Records screened 
(n =   185) 

Records excluded based on title 
and abstract 

(n = 84) 

Full-text articles 
assessed for eligibility 

(n = 101) 

Full-text articles excluded, with 
reasons 
(n = 70) 

• 46 No distinction between 

severe and non-severe cases 

• 19 No data on biomarkers  

• 5 Wrong design 

 

Studies included in 
qualitative 

synthesis(n=31)  
 

Studies included in the 
meta-analysis 

(n = 16) 
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I. Forest plot of studies reporting mean and standard deviation (or interquartile 

range) of biomarkers in severe and non-severe groups 

Meta-analysis of routine blood biomarkers 
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Meta-analysis of Inflammation biomarkers 
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Meta-analysis of biochemical biomarkers 
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Meta-analysis of Blood clothing biomarkers 
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Meta-analysis of studies reporting survivor and non-survivors with mean of 

biomarkers 
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II. Forest plot of studies reporting proportion of participants with each 

biomarker’s abnormalities 
 
 

Odds of blood routine abnormalities  
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Thrombocytosis 

 
 

Odds of inflammatory biomarkers abnormalities 
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Odss of biochemical abnormalities 
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